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Abstract

It is known that sector switching is a problem of many lo-
cally convergent methods for computing the matrix sector
function such as Newton’s and Halley’s methods. In this
paper, fast convergent and stable algorithms for approxi-
mating the matrix sector function and the principal nth
root of complex matrices which avoid these problems are
presented. These methods are based on new integral repre-
sentations of the matrix sector function and the principal
nth root of a complex matrix. The new representations are
based on Cauchy integral formula and the residue theorem
in analytic function theory. The generalized Householder
method for computing the matrix sector function and the
principal nth root of a complex matrix are introduced. Fi-
nally, a new matrix decomposition called “sector factoriza-
tion” is defined.

1 Introduction

There are several applications in signal processing and con-
trol and systems theory where only a subset of the eigen-
pairs of a given matrix are of interest. For example, high
resolution methods in sinusoidal frequency estimation and
array signal processing require only the dominant or the
minor subspace. The MUSIC and ESPRIT methods for
bearing or sinusoidal frequency estimation utilizes the mi-
nor and dominant subspaces, respectively, of the data [1-2].
The interest in the matrix sector function stems from the
fact that it can be used to compute invariant subapaces.
However the computation of the matrix sector function
requires the computation of the principal nth root of a
matrix [3]-[5]. Consequently, the goal of this work is to de-
velop efficient techniques for computing both the matrix
sector function and the principal nth root of a complex
matrix. The matrix sector function has several applica-
tions in stability analysis of control systems. The special
case n = 2 yield the matrix sign function which can be ap-
plied to solve the matrix Lyapunov and Riccati equations
and to approximate some matrix-valued functions [6].

There are many techniques in the literature for the com-

putation of nth roots and the matrix sector function of
complex matrices. In [7], the matrix sign algorithm is de-
veloped. A matrix continued fraction method for comput-
ing square roots was presented in [8]. Numerically efficient
methods for computing square roots of nonsingular com-
plex matrices can be found in [9]-[11]. Methods for com-
puting the matrix sector function were given in [12]-[13].
In [14] the matrix sign function is used for the separation
of eigenvalues within a sector of a circle. It can also be
used for block diagonalization of complex matrices [15]. A
comprehensive treatment of the matrix sign function can
be found in [6].

Let A ∈ Cm×m be a nonsingular complex matrix with
no negative eigenvalue, where C is the field of complex
numbers. The matrix sector function of a matrix A, de-
noted by Sn(A), is defined as

Sn(A) = A(
n
√
An)−1, (1)

where n
√
An is the principal nth root of An. The principal

nth root of the complex matrix A is defined to be any
matrix B ∈ Cm×m such that Bn = A and for every γr ∈
σ(B), σ(A) denotes the set of eigenvalues of A, we have
γr = |γr|eiθr , where θr ∈ (−π/n, π/n), for r = 1, · · · ,m
and i is the complex number

√−1.
Generally, an nth root of a complex matrix A ∈ Cm×m

is defined to be any matrix X ∈ Cm×m such that Xn = A.
When all eigenvalues of a non singular matrix A are
distinct there are nm distinct nth roots of A since if
A = P−1diag(λ1, · · · , λm)P , then each of the matrices
P−1diag(wj1 n

√
λ1, · · · , wjm n

√
λm)P is also an nth root of

A, for every set of integers {j1, j2, · · · , jm} ⊂ {0, 1, · · · , n−
1}, where ω is a primitive nth root of unity.

From the above introduction we observe that the ma-
trix sector function is an nth root of the identity ma-
trix Im which commutes with A, i.e., Sn(A)n = Im, and
ASn(A)−1 = Sn(A)−1A has all of its eigenvalues in the sec-
tor −π

n
< θ < π

n
. These two conditions can be viewed as a

characterization of the matrix sector function. Note that
for the matrix sign function this implies that S2(A)2 = Im,
and that S2(A)A has all its eigenvalues in the right half
plane.

The matrix sector function provides an elegant way of
splitting Cn into many complementary subspaces without
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actually computing any eigenvalues. The matrix Sn(A)
is diagonalizable and has the same invariant subspaces as
A; its eigenvalues are nth roots of unity corresponding
to eigenvectors of A whose eigenvalues are in the sectors
(2k−1)π

n
< θ < (2k+1)π

n
, k = 0, 1, · · · , n − 1. The region

(2k−1)π
n

< θ < (2k+1)π
n

of the complex plane will be called
the “kth sector”. The sector −π

n
< θ < π

n
will be called

the principal sector. Throughout this paper, the notation
λ(A) will be used to denote an eigenvalue of A.

2 Properties of the Matrix Sector
Function

From the definition (1) we can state several important
properties of the matrix sector function.

Theorem 1. the matrix sector function Sn(A) satisfies
the following properties:

(a) Sn(AT ) = Sn(A)T and Sn(A∗) = Sn(A)∗.

(b) Sn(αA) = Sn(α)Sn(A), where α is any nonzero com-
plex number such that −π

n

= arg(α) 
= π

n
.

(c) Sn(A)A = ASn(A).

(d) The eigenvalues of Sn(A) are nth roots of 1, i.e.,
Sn(A)n = Im.

(e) ASn(A)−1 = Sn(A)−1A and all eigenvalues of
ASn(A)−1 are in the sector (−π

n
, π

n
).

(f) If V and Z are nonsingular matrices of same or-
der, then Sn(V −1ZV ) = V −1Sn(Z)V , provided that
Sn(Z) is defined.

(g) Sn(wrA) = wrSn(A), where w is any primitive nth
root of 1.

(h) Sn(A−1) = Sn(A)−1.

For convenience, the theory described in this paper is
carried out sometimes for the scalar case . However, it
must be emphasized that the scalar theory carries over
directly to the matrix case. In this paper two interest-
ing aspects of the integral representations are considered.
The first aspect is expressing the matrix sector function
as a linear combinations of projections Pk corresponding
to eigenvectors of A whose eigenvalues are in the sectors
(2k−1)π

n
< θ < (2k+1)π

n
, k = 0, 1, · · · , n − 1. The second

goal deals with computing the matrix sector function and
nth roots using the generalized Householder method.

3 Preliminaries

In this section, we present few results from the complex
function theory. From Cauchy integral formula it follows
that for any simple closed piecewise smooth contour C

1

2πi

∫
C

dz

z − a =
{

1 if a ∈ D
0 if a ∈ D,

(2)

where D is the interior of the closed contour C. One can
generalize this formula to the matrix case so that

1

2πi

∫
C

(zIm − A)−1dz = PD, (3)

where PD is the projection into the subspace spanned by
the eigenvectors of A whose corresponding eigenvalues are
in D.

If C is chosen to be the boundary of the disk |z| ≤ R,
then (3) simplifies to

1

2π

∫ 2π

0

(R2Im − 2RA cos(θ) + A2)−1(RIm − A cos(θ))dθ

=
∑
r∈K

qrp
∗
r ,

(4)
where pr and qr is the rth right and left eigenvectors nor-
malized so that ||qr || = ||pr|| = 1 and q∗rps = δ(r−s). The
set K is defined as K = {1 ≤ r ≤ m, |λr| ≤ R}.

Several integral formulas for the principal nth root and
the matrix sector function can be derived using the follow-
ing result:

1

2πj

∫
C

f(z)dz

g(z)
=

∑
zi∈D

f(zi)

g′(zi)
, (5)

where D is the interior of the closed contour C, and zi
are zeros of g(z). Note that (5) follows directly from the
Residue Theorem [16].

From (5) and if C is the boundary of the principal sec-
tor, it follows that

1

2πj

∫
C

zmdz

zn − an
=

am

nan−1
=
am−n+1

n
,

where (an)
1
n is the principal nth root of an.

The projections Pk onto the kth sector can be repre-
sented in integral form as follows.

Theorem 2. Let A be a nonsingular m×m matrix such
that none of its eigenvalues are on the boundary of the sec-
tors { (2k−1)π

n
< θ < (2k+1)π

n
}n−1

k=0 . Let Pk be the projection
into the subspace spanned by the eigenvectors of A with
eigenvalues inside the kth sector (2k−1)π

n
< θ < (2k+1)π

n
.

Then an integral formula for Pk can be given as

Pk =
θ2 − θ1
π

Im +
A(ejθ2 − ejθ1)

2πj
×∫ ∞

0

(r2ej(θ1+θ2)Im − 2rA(ejθ1 + ejθ2) + A2)−1dr.

(6a)

where θ1 = (2k−1)π
n

and θ2 = (2k+1)π
n

.

If D is chosen to be the principal sector −π
n
< θ < π

n
,

then P0 can be simplified to

P0 =
n sin(π

n
)A

π

∫ ∞

0

(y2Im−2Ay cos(
π

n
)+A2)−1dy+

1

n
Im.

(6b)
The projections {Pk}n−1

k=0 onto the n sectors can be used
to compute the matrix sector function as follows.



Theorem 3. Let A be a nonsingular m×m matrix such
that none of its eigenvalues are on the boundary of the sec-
tors { (2k−1)π

n
< θ < (2k+1)π

n
}n−1

k=0 . Let Pk be the projection
onto the subspace spanned by the eigenvectors of A with
eigenvalues inside the kth sector (2k−1)π

n
< θ < (2k+1)π

n
.

Then,

Sn(A) =

n−1∑
k=0

wkPk. (7a)

Additionally, for any integer l

Sn(A)l =

n−1∑
k=0

wklPk. (7b)

Proof: The proof of the first assertion of this result follows
from the observation that PkPl = Pkδ(k− l) and therefore

Sn(A)−1 =

n−1∑
k=0

wn−kPk. (8)

Let Ui be a matrix whose columns are the eigenvectors of
A in ith sector such that U∗

kUl = Iδ(k − l), where I is an
identity matrix of appropriate dimension, then Pk = UkU

∗
k

and

A =

n−1∑
i=0

UiΛiU
∗
i

where Λi is a matrix in Jordan form such that all eigen-
values of A in the ith sector are eigenvalues of Λi. Clearly,
Sn(A)n = Im and Sn(A)−1A =

∑n−1

i=0
wn−iUiΛiU

∗
i . One

can easily verify that the eigenvalues of wn−iΛi are the
same eigenvalues of Sn(A)−1A and that all these eigen-
values lie in the principal sector. To prove the theorem,
we have wn−i = exp( 2(n−i)π

n
) and if λ is an eigenvalue

of Λi then, λ = |λ| exp(θ), where (2i−1)π
n

< θ < (2i+1)π
n

.

Now wn−iλ = |λ| exp( 2(n−i)π
n

+ θ). Obviously, the angle
2(n−i)π

n
+θ is in the principal sector. This shows that Sn(A)

as defined in (7a) is actually the matrix sector function of
order n. Q.E.D.

4 Integral Representation of the Ma-
trix Sector Function

We can incorporate Theorems 2 and 3 to derive an in-
tegral formula for computing the matrix sector function
by simplifying the formulas (7a) and (6a) as shown in the
following result.

Corollary 4. Let A be a nonsingular m×m matrix such
that none of its eigenvalues are on the boundary of the
sectors { (2k−1)π

n
< θ < (2k+1)π

n
}n−1

k=0 . Then the matrix
sector function has the following integral representations:

Sn(A)−1 =
n sin(π

n
)

π

∫ ∞

0

(ynIm + An)−1An−1dy, (9a)

and

Sn(A) =
n sin(π

n
)

π

∫ ∞

0

(ynAn + Im)−1Ady. (9b)

Part (9b) of this result follows directly from (9a) and
the relation Sn(A−1) = Sn(A)−1.

Clearly, (9) is a generalization of Robert’s integral
representation of the matrix sign function. Specifically,
Robert’s formula [7] is

S2(A) = S2(A)−1 =
2

π

∫ ∞

0

(y2Im + A2)−1Ady,

or with appropriate change of variables,

S2(A) =
2

π

∫ π
2

0

(sin2(θ)Im + A2 cos2(θ))−1Adθ.

The integrals (9) can be computed over the finite in-
terval [0, π

2
] by using the change of variable y = tan(θ) in

which case (9) transcribed to

Sn(A)−1 =
n sin(π

n
)

π
×∫ π

2

0

(sinn(θ)Im + An cosn(θ))−1An−1 cosn−2(θ)dθ,

(10a)
and

Sn(A) =
n sin(π

n
)

π
×∫ π

2

0

(An sinn(θ) + cosn(θ)Im)−1A cosn−2(θ)dθ.

(10b)

5 Integral Representation of the Prin-
cipal nth Root

Several integral representation of fractional powers of ma-
trices can be obtained by computing the contour integral

1
2πj

∫
C

zmdz
zn−an . This integral can be evaluated over the sec-

tor −π
n
< θ < π

n
by setting z = rejθ, where θ = ±π

n
. This

combines with (4) lead to the following results.

Corollary 5. Let A be a nonsingular m×m matrix such
that none of its eigenvalues are on the boundary of the
sectors { (2k−1)π

n
< θ < (2k+1)π

n
}n−1

k=0 . Then the principal
nth root of A can be represented in integral form as

A
1
n =

n sin(π
n
)

π

∫ ∞

0

(ynIm + A)−1Ady. (11)

Note that (9) can be obtained from the relation
Sn(A−1) = Sn(A)−1 and (1). Fractional powers of the
matrix A or powers of the principal nth root of A can
be represented in integral form as shown in the following
result.

Corollary 6. Let A
1
n be the principal nth root of A and

define A
m
n = (A

1
n )m, then

A
m
n =

n sin(mπ
n

)

π

∫ ∞

0

(ynIm + A)−1Aym−1dy, (12a)



or

A
m
n =

n sin(mπ
n

)

π
×∫ ∞

0

(sinn(θ)Im + A cosn(θ))−1A sinm−1(θ) cosn−m−1(θ)dθ,

(12b)

To compute the integrals in the previous sections, one
can use the Gaussian quadrature with 16 points. The ma-
trix sector function was computed using (10) for different
matrices, however, these computations are not reported
here due to space limitation.

6 Computing the Principal nth Root
Using the Generalized Householder
Method

The results developed in this section are primarily inspired
by the algorithm developed in [17] for computing the dom-
inant zeros of polynomials. In this work, we place no re-
striction on the matrix or its eigenvalues except it has to
be nonsingular and that none of its eigenvalues are on the
boundary of the sectors { (2k−1)π

n
< θ < (2k+1)π

n
}n−1

k=0 . We
will generalize the algorithm in [17] , to compute the nth
roots of nonsingular complex matrices and their matrix
sector function. The proposed algorithm is based on shift-

ing the eigenvalues of A
1
n by a number a. The main fea-

ture of this type of algorithms is that all nth roots with
eigenvalues in a given sector can be computed. In the next
theorem, an rth order convergent algorithm for computing
an nth root of a square matrix is presented.

Theorem 7. Let A be a nonsingular m ×m matrix and
n ≥ 2 be an integer and let a > 0. Let

H =



aIm Im · · · 0m 0m

0m aIm · · · 0m 0m

0m 0m · · · 0m 0m

...
...

...
...

...
A 0m · · · 0m aIm


 , (13)

where the matrices Im and 0m denote the m×m identity
and the null matrix respectively. For each positive integer
k, let

Hk =



H11(k) H12(k) · · · H1n(k)
H21(k) H22(k) · · · H2n(k)

...
...

...
...

Hn1(k) Hn2(k) · · · Hnn(k)


 , (14)

where the Hij(k)’s are m × m matrices. Then for 1 ≤
i, j, l ≤ n,

lim
k→∞

Hij(k)
−1Hil(k) = Im, (15a)

lim
k→∞

Hij(k)
−1Hij(k + 1) =W1 = aIm +X, (15b)

lim
k→∞

Hij(k)
−1Hi+l,j(k) = Xl. (15c)

where X be the principal nth root of A.

Proof. The main point of the proof is the observation that

if X be the principal nth root of A, then |λi(aI+wjX)
λi(aI+X)

| < 1,
for i = 1, · · · , m, j = 1, · · · , n − 1, where w is a primitive
nth root of unity. The matrix H has the following block
eigendecomposition

H =



Im Im · · · Im
X1 X2 · · · Xn

X2
1 X2

2 · · · X2
n

· · · · · · · · · · · ·
Xn−1

1 Xn−1
2 · · · Xn−1

n






W1 0 · · · 0
0 W2 · · · 0
· · · · · · · · · · · ·
0 0 · · · Wm






Im Im · · · Im
X1 X2 · · · Xn

X2
1 X2

2 · · · X2
n

· · · · · · · · · · · ·
Xn−1

1 Xn−1
2 · · · Xn−1

n




−1

,

where Wi = aIm + Xi, for 1 ≤ i ≤ n and Xi = wi−1X.
Hence

Hk = [Hij(k)]

=



Im Im · · · Im
X1 X2 · · · Xn

X2
1 X2

2 · · · X2
n

· · · · · · · · · · · ·
Xn−1

1 Xn−1
2 · · · Xn−1

n






W k

1 0 · · · 0
0 W k

2 · · · 0
· · · · · · · · · · · ·
0 0 · · · W k

m






C11 C12 · · · C1n

C21 C22 · · · C2n

...
...

...
...

Cn1 Cn2 · · · Cnn


 ,

(16)
where

V −1 =



C11 C12 · · · C1n

C21 C22 · · · C2n

...
...

...
...

Cn1 Cn2 · · · Cnn


 .

It follows from (16) that

Hij(k) =

m∑
r=1

Xi−1
r W k

r Crj,

Since WiWj = WjWi for all i, j and |λi(W1)| > |λi(Wj)|,
i = 1, · · · , m, j = 2, · · · , n, it follows λ(W−1

1 Wj) =

|λ(Wj)

λ(Wj)
| < 1 and therefore (W−1

1 Wj)
rk → 0 as k → ∞.

It can be shown that Cr1 = Cs1, for 1 ≤ r, s ≤ n, and
therefore

lim
k→∞

Hrj(k)
−1Hsj(k) =

lim
k→∞

Xs−r{
n∑

j=1

CrjW
rk

j }−1{
n∑

j=1

CsjWj)
rk} = Xs−r.

Q.E.D.
Theorem 7 remains valid if the matrix aIm is replaced

with X0 for which X0A = AX0. In this case the method
converges to an nth root of Im which has the same eigen-
value distribution as those of X0, i.e., if X0 has k eigen-
values in the ith sector then so is X. Thus when a is



chosen to fall in the ith sector, then the method con-
verges to an nth root whose eigenvalues fall in the ith
sector. This implies that the choice of a determines the
nth root of A which the sequence H−1

i,j (k)Hi,j+r(k) con-
verges to. If we wish to compute the principal nth root of
A we must choose a = |a|ejθ in the principal sector so that
−π
n
< θ < π

n
, e.g. a > 0. Similarly if an nth root of A with

all eigenvalues in the ith sector, then choose a = |a|ejθ

with i−1
n
π < θ < i+1

n
π.

As can be observed from the last result, approximating
the principal nth root requires only powers ofH . Note that
since H is block Toeplitz, Hk is also block Toeplitz. This
property can be utilized to computeHk more efficiently. A
simple method of achieving this goal is the squaring proce-
dure in whichH,H2,H4, · · · ,H2p0

are computed, where p0
is a sufficiently large integer. The only problem in comput-
ing these power matrices is that Hk becomes large (over-
flow) if |λ1| > 1 or small (underflow) if |λ1| < 1, where λ1

is the largest (in magnitude) eigenvalue of H . To alleviate
this numerical problem, scaling may be applied. A stable
method of generating scaled powers of complex matrices
can be described as follows:

B0 = ρ
H

Trace(H)

Bk+1 = ρ
B2

k

Trace(Bk)
, k = 0, 1, · · · , p0,

(17)

where ρ is a positive number slightly less than unity and
p0 is a sufficiently large integer. By a suitable choice of
ρ one can be sure of staying within the range from −1 to
1 even with round-off error. Assuming that Bk = [B

(k)
ij ],

then for 1 ≤ i, j, l ≤ n,
lim

k→∞
Bij(k)

−1Bil(k) = Im, (18a)

lim
k→∞

Bij(k)
−1Bij(k + 1) =W1 = aIm +X, (18b)

lim
k→∞

Bij(k)
−1Bi+l,j(k) = Xl. (18c)

Here X is the principal nth root of A provided that a is
chosen to be any nonzero number in the principal sector.

7 The Matrix Sector Function

Let A be a nonsingular matrix, then the matrix sector
function is defined as A( n

√
An)−1, where n

√
An is the prin-

cipal nth root of An. As noted earlier, Sn(A) is an nth
root of the identity matrix which commutes with A. In
the following result, we introduce a power-like method for
computing Sn(A).

Theorem 8. Let A be a nonsingular matrix and let α be
any nonzero complex number in the principal sector

H =



αA Im · · · 0m 0m

0m αA · · · 0m 0m

0m 0m · · · 0m 0m

...
...

...
...

...
Im 0m · · · 0m αA


 , (19)

and let Hk = [Hij(k)], then Hk is block Toeplitz and
Hij(k)

−1Hi+r,j(k) → Sn(A)r as k → ∞, where Sn(A)
is the matrix nth sector function of A.

Proof. Let X = Sn(A) be the matrix sector function of
A. Then X,wX, · · · , wn−1X are solutions of Xn − Im = 0.
The conclusion follows from the observation that λi(A +
X) > λi(A+wjX) for i = 1, · · · ,m, j = 1, · · · , n− 1. This
can be seen from the observation that the eigenvalues of A
and X are in the same sector. Q.E.D.

It can be shown that H(k) is block Toeplitz with the
first row is given as

H1l(k) =

[ k
n

]+1∑
r=0

(
k

l − 1 + r(n− 1)

)
(αA)k−l+1−r(n−1).

Given the matrix sector function, the number of eigenval-
ues of a given matrix in a a specific sector can be deter-
mined by solving the system

n∑
i=1

(wr)i−1Pi = Sn(A)r

for r = 0, · · · , n − 1. Hence the Pi can be obtained by
solving the following Vandermonde system:

P0

P1

...
Pn−1


 =



Im wIm · · · wn−1Im
Im w2Im · · · (wn−1)2Im
· · · · · · · · · · · ·
Im wn−1Im · · · (wn−1)n−1Im




−1



Im
Sn(A)

...
Sn(A)n−1


 ,

from which we obtain that

Pk =
1

n
{Im+Sn(A)wk+(Sn(A)wk)2+· · ·+(Sn(A)wk)n−1}

(20)
is a projection matrix on the sector that contains the root
wk.

Thus one can compute all nth roots of a given matrix
by considering the principal nth root X and all possible
distinct matrices XS with S =

∑r

i=1
wjiPi. These pro-

jections into different sectors can also be used to locate
eigenvalues of a given matrix. To examine the number of
eigenvalues in ith sector, one may calculate rank(Pi) =
trace(Pi). Hence stability test for polynomials and matri-
ces inside given sectors can be established numerically by
computing the matrix sector function Sn(A).

8 Sector Factorization

It will be shown that if A is a nonsingular matrix which
does not have eigenvalues on the boundary of the sectors
(2k−1)π

n
< θ < (2k+1)π

n
, for k = 0, 2, · · · , n− 1, then A can

be factored as

A = AnWn(A), (21)

where all eigenvalues of An are in one sector and Wn is an
nth root of the identity matrix such that AWn = WnA.



We will next present several identities which can be utilized
to solve for An and Sn.

Sn(

[
0 Im 0 · · · 0
0 0 Im · · · 0

· · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·
0 0 · · · 0 Im

An 0 0 · · · 0

]
) =


 0 A

−1
n 0 · · · 0

0 0 A
−1
n 0 · · ·

· · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·
0 0 · · · 0 A

−1
n

A
n−1
n 0 0 · · · 0


 ,

(22)

where AAn = AnA, and An
n = An. Note also that An −

An
n = Πn

i=1(A − wi−1An) = 0 for some w, an nth root of
1. We also discovered the following new link between Wn

and the sector function

Sn(

[
0 A 0 · · · 0
0 0 A · · · 0

· · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·
0 0 · · · 0 A
A 0 0 · · · 0

]
) =


 0 W

−1
n 0 · · · 0

0 0 W
−1
n 0 · · ·

· · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·
0 0 · · · 0 W

−1
n

Wn 0 0 · · · 0


 ,

(23)

where WnA = AWn, Wn
n = Im, Wn−1

n = Sn(A), and
all eigenvalues of AWn lie in the sector −π

n
< θ < π

n
.

The importance of this identity is that any method for
computingWn will automatically translates into a method
of computing sector factorization of A and the principal
nth root of A.

It is interesting to note that the block Toeplitz matrix of
the left hand side of (23) has the following factorization in
terms of block Vandermonde and block diagonal matrices:[

0 A 0 · · · 0
0 0 A · · · 0

· · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·
0 0 · · · 0 A
A 0 0 · · · 0

]
=

[
Im Im · · · Im

Sn wSn · · · wn−1Sn
· · · · · · · · · · · ·

S
n−1
n wn−1S

n−1
n · · · wS

n−1
n

][
ASn 0 · · · 0

0 wASn · · · 0
· · · · · · · · · · · ·
0 0 · · · wn−1ASn

]
[

Im Im · · · Im

Sn wSn · · · wn−1Sn
· · · · · · · · · · · ·

S
n−1
n wn−1S

n−1
n · · · wS

n−1
n

]−1

.

(24)

Once the matrix Sn(A) is obtained, then projections onto
each sector can be computed. The columns of the orthog-
onal factor of the QR decomposition of these projections
form bases for the corresponding eigen-spaces. This fac-
torization can be considered as generalization of the polar
and the sign decomposition of matrices.

9 Conclusion

Integral formulas and algorithms for computing nth roots
and matrix sector function are developed. The integral
forms can be computed using several numerical integration
techniques. The proof of some of these results are not
shown here but can be provided by the first author upon
request. A paper that includes this work is being under
preparation and will be submitted for publication soon.
The paper will include rigorous numerical stability of these
algorithms which we have not dealt with in this paper.
Simulations and numerical evaluation of all results will also
be established.
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